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On May 12, Chilean and US officials said that President Patricio Aylwin's government had agreed
in principle to pay compensation for the 1976 murders of Orlando Letelier and Ronnie Moffitt. The
killing took place on Sept. 21 in Washington, DC, when the victims' car was bombed. Letelier served
as Chile's ambassador to the US and as foreign minister under President Salvador Allende in the
early 1970s. After Allende was deposed in a 1973 coup, Letelier fled to the US. At the time of the
murders, both Letelier and Moffitt were working for the Institute for Policy Studies. Acting Interior
Minister Belisario Velasco told AP that the agreement occurred at a May 11 meeting of Deputy
Foreign Minister Edmundo Vargas; Chile's ambassador to the US, Patricio Silva; US Asst. Secretary
of State Bernard Aronson; State Department legal adviser Abraham Sofaer; and, US ambassador to
Chile, Charles Gillespie. Unidentified officials quoted by the New York Times said the payments
would be made "ex gratia," without any admission of Chilean government liability. The only
question to be resolved by the tribunal comprised of one Chilean, one US citizen, one Briton and
two persons from Latin American nations other than Chile is the amount of compensation. The
agreement does not affect the criminal case against former officials of the Chilean secret police
indicted in the US on charges of murdering Letelier and Moffitt. On April 24, Chile's Supreme Court
decided to reopen the criminal investigation after the reappearance in Santiago of a woman who
said she had been involved in the case as a secret police agent. Under US legislation, Chile cannot
receive US aid and cannot purchase US military hardware unless President Bush certifies that Chile
has taken "appropriate steps" to bring to justice those indicted in the Letelier case. In 1980, a Federal
district judge concluded that the Pinochet government and its agents were responsible for the two
murders, and the Chilean government was ordered to pay $2.9 million to the survivors. Relatives
have been unable to collect, even after the State Department formally endorsed their claim and
demanded payment from Chile in 1988. The US government is expected to ask the tribunal to award
at least $2.9 million, plus 10 years' interest. (Basic data from AP, 05/12/90; New York Times, 05/13/90)
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